
 SERVE DAY DESCRIPTIONS 

COLLECTIONS 

(1) Food Drive - Cleveland Foodbank (on-site) 
Fairmount youth Morgan Fowler will receive non-perishable items for the Cleveland Foodbank the first three Sundays in 
October, including Serve Sunday. The food items most needed are: peanut butter, canned tuna, cereal, canned 
vegetables, beef stew, and canned soup.  If you prefer to donate non-food the Foodbank requests: deodorant, laundry 
detergent, shampoo, toilet paper, soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste. The Cleveland Foodbank provides food and 
other items to 127 hot meals sites, 224 pantries and 147 mobile pantries. 

(2) Medwish Collection (on-site) 
MedWish was created by a student, after returning to the US from Nigeria, where he served as a medical assistant. 
 There, he found doctors were unable to help patients because they lacked basic supplies and equipment. Lee Ponsky 
gathered medical items and re-purposed them for use in developing countries.  MedWish was born. Fairmount’s own 
Sisterhood of Service (SOS) is sponsoring the collection.  While MedWish collects dozens of items – all the way from 
bandages to gurneys – the collection on Serve Sunday is limited to (8) basic items.  Donated items need to be clean 
and in workable order. Items can be donated at Fairmount in the Chilcote room off the main entrance starting on 
October 1st through the end of Serve Sunday. Items for collection: Blood Pressure Cuffs (all sizes, make sure they work 
and placed in a clear plastic bag), Canes, Crutches, Infant and Adult Diapers, Over the bed tray tables, Walkers, Infant 
wash basins, Wheelchairs. 

(3) College Student Care Packages (on-site) 
We will be collecting items for care packages to send to our college students such as granola bars, chocolates, post-its, 
and other fun items for college students.  

ON SITE PROJECTS 

(4) College Care Package Assembly 
Children and adults (all ages) will assemble collected items to create care packages which we will mail to our college 
students. We will also be writing notes of encouragement and creating decorative stones.  

(5) Greater Cleveland Congregations    
Fairmount Presbyterian is a proud founding member of this non- partisan coalition of many faith communities and 
partner organizations in Cuyahoga County working together to build power for social justice. GCC empowers members 
across lines of race, class, religion, and geography to initiate and to effectively promote public, private and civic sector 
actions that strengthen and improve the quality of our neighborhoods. Lead organizer, James Perlstein will tell us of 
recent successes, as well as future plans.  

(6) Investing for Social Good: Creating your own Giving Circle 
People wanting to know more about the potential of giving circles are invited to this session at Fairmount. A circle 
brings together like minded people who want to contribute as a group to important community causes. During the 
year, the group educates themselves about an important local issue and then decides how they will give their combined 
donation to a worthy non-profit organization in the Cleveland area. This session will describe how the Giving Back 
Gang, a circle that was started in Fairmount's basement fifteen years ago, has worked to make a big difference in our 
community. Participants will be invited to join the Gang and/or start their own circle as a new service in the Cleveland 
area.  



(7) Bridges to Bateys      
Come hear Batey 105's most recent English tutor Molly Roach and members of the Bridges to Bateys ministry team talk 
about what is happening and what's new in Fairmount's relationship with Batey 105 in the Dominican Republic. 
 Although we are just three years into a 25 year commitment to partner with Batey 105, the relationship has already 
been transformative for Batey 105 residents and Fairmounters alike. Presentations will be at 9:30am and 10:45am. 

(8) FPC Cleaning 
Assist FPC Building Care Manager, Toby Pogue, on small projects around the church.  

(9) Community Health: Lead Poisoning 
Sharon Milligan from Case Western Reserve University and April Hirsh Urban, MSSA 
Research Associate, Center on Urban Poverty and Community Development, Case Western Reserve University, will 
speak about the effects of lead poisoning in Cleveland on children and neighborhood violence. 

(10) Prison Ministry       
A unique educational opportunity with speaker Kathy Farkas, an MSASS professor and Covenant member, who has 
done a lot of work on re-entry (inmates returning to life outside) 

Off SITE PROJECTS 

(11) Project Green Thumb-Louis Stokes VA Hospital    
Volunteers will bring plants and gardening knowledge, to visit with vets. Let our vets know we value their service by 
taking time for a brief visit and bring one of the provided plants to share. 

(12) Serve at North Church       
Fairmount is one of several Presbyterian Churches that support the ministries of North Presbyterian Church. North 
serves downtown Cleveland with its many needs and our local Presbytery recognized the vital role North played in the 
community. Helpers will prepare and serve a meal under the direction of the seasoned kitchen staff. We bring dessert 
and our labor.  

(13) Heights Youth Club Outdoor Volunteers 
HYC is looking for volunteers to help with landscaping projects. We'll need people to dig up an existing garden and re-
seed to grass, rake, trim bushes, remove ivy and cut down some bushes. 

(14) Judson Singing 
Hymn singing and socializing with Judson Park Retirement Community residents! Meet in the new Ambler Courts area 
of Judson (a short jaunt from Fairmount --carpool from Fairmount or meet us there). All levels of singing proficiency 
welcome and music will be provided.  

(15) Neighborhood Walk  
To learn more about the community of which Fairmount Presbyterian is a part, Pastor Derek will lead a two hour walk 
through Cleveland Heights. Along the way walkers will visit significant spots. Learn some history of the area, offer 
assistance as needed, and pick up trash along the way. Participants will debrief the experience when we return. 

(16) Ronald McDonald Family Room at Rainbow Babies & Children's  
The Ronald McDonald House sponsors a ‘respite’ room in several Cleveland hospitals serving children, so that families 
and friends have a place to retreat from the stress of hospital life. This room is located in The Rainbow Babies and 
Children’s Hospital. Our deep fall cleaning will entail cleaning windows, floors, furniture, cupboards and drawers. 


